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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 2139 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 1165": GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, KS, IS 

SUBJECT: CLOSING OF ISRAELI EMBASSY IN SEOUL 
REF: STATE 064907 (NOTAL); STATE 58628 (NOTAL) 

1 . ISRAELI EMBASSY IN SEOUL ANNOUNCED MARCH 15 THAT 

IT WOULD CLOSE EFFECTIVE APRIL 1 AND THAT ISRAELI EMBASSY 
TOKYO WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR CONDUCT OF RELATIONS WITH 
ROK THEREAFTER. KOREANS CONTINUE TO EXPRESS THE HOPE FOR 
CONTINUED GOOD RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL, AND THE PRESS RECENTLY 
CARRIED A RATHER FULSOME EXCHANGE OF GOOD WISHES BETWEEN 
ISRAELI AMBASSADOR RON AND ACTING CHAIRMAN YI HYO-SANG OF 
THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICAN PARTY WHO HAS JUST RETURNED 
FROM A TRIP TO ISRAEL. 

2. ON THE OTHER HAND, ANY MOVE FOR THE KOREAN AMBASSADOR 
IN ROME TO PRESENT HIS CREDENTIALS TO ISRAEL SEEMS HIGHLY 
UNLIKELY. WE HAVE DISCUSSED THIS MATTER INFORMALLY 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WITH TWO FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS, INCLUDING THE 
ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE MIDDLE EAST AND AFRICA BUREAU. 

BOTH OUR SOURCES SAY THEY HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANY 
CONSIDERATION BEING GIVEN TO THE PROPOSAL. AND ADD 
THEIR PERSONAL VIEWS THAT THEY DOUBT IT WOULD HAPPEN. 

THEY NOTE THE GREAT IMPORTANCE, BOTH ECONOMICALLY AND 
POLITICALLY, WHICH THE PRESENT GOOD RELATIONS WITH 
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THE ARAB WORLD HAVE FOR THE ROK, AND QUESTION WHAT 
BENEFIT THEY COULD EXPECT FROM CLOSER RELATIONS WITH 
ISRAEL TO OFFSET THE DAMAGE SUCH ACCREDITATION WOULD OCCASION 
IN RELATIONS WITH THE ARABS. 

SNEIDER 
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